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Dinner Meeting 
Wednesday, 15 November 2017 

 

Speaker 
 

Stephen Volandt 
 

  The “Triple Threat” to our electrical grid 
See Stephen’s Bio for more information 

 
1800 - Social time, Cash Bar 

Cheese/fruit platter, registration & raffle ticket sales 
 

1915 Dinner 
Printable Reservation Form Inside 

 

Reservations MUST Be Received by Friday, 10 November 2017 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
CDR Dean Block 

 
Hello to all. I am pleased to let you know that I attended the dinner at the MOAA state convention in 
Williamsburg last month to receive on behalf of the chapter the MOAA 5-star Level of Excellence 
Award. The award was presented to us by Lt. Gen Atkins, President and CEO of MOAA national. 
Again, thanks to past president Matt Segal and all who made the award possible. 
 
At our September dinner, and after a long delay in receiving the pins, we presented Vietnam 
Commemoration pins to surviving spouses. It was a real pleasure to honor them. We heard an 
informative talk from Dave Milidonis about our participation in WWI.  Did you know that the first 
American military to reach Europe after our entry into the war was a contingent of nurses, sent to set 
up hospitals for the inevitable casualties? You may know that Dave teaches classes on WWI at OLLI 
at NC State. 
 
Our next two meetings should be high on your “do not miss” list. On November 15, Mr.  
Stephen Volandt will provide an overview of key threats to our electrical grid. In Puerto Rico we are 
unfortunately seeing what happens when the grid fails for weeks and months. Our grid is much more 
robust, but real threats exist. Please be there. Then in January, we celebrate our chapter’s 55th 
anniversary. We are excited and honored to have Lt. Gen Dana Atkins, President and CEO of MOAA 
as speaker. He will also swear in our new officers. I had the pleasure of hearing him speak in 
Williamsburg and you won’t want to miss it!  PLEASE NOTE:  To fit the General’s schedule we have 
changed the date of the meeting to January 17, 2018. 
 
Also on November 15 at 2PM, our chapter is participating with the USO for a get together of Vietnam 
era veterans and USO sponsors and potential sponsors. You are invited. The event will take place at 
the USO of NC corporate office. Please call 919-840-3000 and let Chris Froeschner know if you can 
stop by at 600 Airport Blvd, Suite 200, Morrisville. 
 
Later in the newsletter, Bob Penny discusses our scholarship fund. As you know, this is one of the 
most important ways we contribute to our community. Right now, we all need to take a step up to build 
the fund. I am contributing $50 to the fund this month and would challenge each of you to contribute 
$10, $20 or more so that we can properly help these deserving young people. Even if you can’t make 
the dinner, please send in your contribution using the reservation form. Thank you. 
 
Finally, let me invite and urge you to be a part of our dinners and to bring a prospective member as a 
guest. Chapter membership and participation underpins the ultimate success of MOAA in representing 
all the members of our armed services, active, reserve and retired. It depends on you. Thank you all 
and Never Stop Serving. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Guest Speaker 
Stephen Volandt 

 
 

Mr. Volandt currently volunteers as the 2nd Vice President for the 
Eastern North Carolina InfraGard Chapter, as the Deputy Director, 
InfraGard SE Region EMP-SIG, and as the National InfraGard 
EMP-SIG Vice-Chair. He is a co-editor and co-author of the EMP-
SIG’s “Powering Through from Fragile Infrastructure to 
Community Resilience” book, available on Amazon. Mr. Volandt 
leveraged his readiness planning and recovery background to create 
the book’s Resilience Maturity Model, which orients planners to 

five successive transformation maturity levels and considers key interdependencies and shared 
vulnerabilities. The Maturity Model includes Mr. Volandt’s worse-case timeline chart that presents a 
sequence of likely cascading infrastructure failures for consideration by the planner. This chart is the 
result of ongoing analyses of cross-sector cascading outages; cross-sector resiliency enhancements; 
and uses Gantt and "fish bone" (cause & effect) planning tools to identify and improve "consequence 
management" sequencing for nationwide electric blackout recovery.   
 
Mr. Volandt specializes in aligning strategic and operational requirements with technology portfolio 
solutions. His other areas of expertise include program management, cyber business-risk assessments, 
identity theft management, disaster recovery planning and operations, and military operations to 
include nuclear weapon terrorism, global WMD neutralization, and expeditionary camp and facility 
planning and management. He is a former US Marine Corps reserve officer who served at the infantry 
battalion, brigade, expeditionary force, and headquarters levels; specializing in readiness, decision 
support, exercise management, logistics, sustainment, and global operations in austere remote 
environments.  His current passion is the design, funding, and creation of resilient communities.  
 
Steve will provide an overview of threats to the electrical grid and other key infrastructure with 
particular focus on the “Triple Threat” of Cyber, Solar Weather, and Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) 
weapons such as North Korea has recently threatened to use, and are listed as tactical options in 
published North Korean, Iranian, Russian, and Chinese doctrine.  He will provide an overview of how 
we have gotten ourselves into this situation and mitigation methods.  He will include a brief video 
early in the presentation and then open the floor for dialog. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Legislative Update 
COL Mike Flynn 

 
In discussions with our legislators and their staffs about issues affecting the active force and veterans 
we agreed that sequestration is the primary obstacle to rational planning and budgeting.  The second 
greatest impediment is the failure of the Congress to pass a budget as opposed to a series of continuing 
resolutions. Our representatives indicate the most effective means of impacting legislation is letters 
from constituents.  Toward that end we have sent an email to our membership, with a draft 
communication to their Senators and Representatives urging a repeal of sequestration and a return to 
regular order in the budgeting process. 
 
Another issue of concern is TRICARE.  DOD and Senate proposals raise TRICARE pharmacy fees 
based on the erroneous claim that by the DOD that health care costs are “eating the Department alone.” 
We have provided our representatives a chart which clearly illustrates DOD Healthcare costs are 
decreasing contrary to DOD’s assertions.  A final issue surfaced with our Senators and Representative 
is proposed disproportionate increases which would result, and be compounded over time by, linking 
TRICARE premiums and copays to the National Health Expenditure Index (NHE) instead of the CPI -  
while raises and COLAs are generally linked to the CPI. Your Board of Directors has endorsed a draft 
letter which has been sent to our members in an email.  We strongly urge you to send this letter, 
personalized if you wish, to your senators regarding addressing our concerns about TRICARE. 

 
 

Annual Business Meeting and Election of Officers 
COL Herb Segal 

 
Our Chapter Bylaws mandate that we hold a business meeting yearly. This year, as in the past, we will 
hold that meeting in conjunction with our November dinner meeting. The principal item of business is 
to elect officers for 2018. The following are proposed:  
  

President: CDR Dean Block, USNR 
 

1st Vice President: LTC Antonio Scenna, USMC 
 

2nd Vice President: Col Bob Penny, USAF 
 

Secretary: LtCol Chris Froeschner, USAF 
 

Treasurer: CAPT Bob Caron, USCG 
 

Additional nominations from the membership will be accepted at the meeting or before. Please contact 
COL Herb Segal if you plan to present a nomination. Committee Chairs are appointed and not part of 
the election process. Please contact Dean Block if you are interested in filling one of the several Chairs 
that are currently vacant. At the meeting, members also have the opportunity to present other items of 
business.   

 
 
 



 
 

Scholarship Fund Update (as of 10/20/17) 
Col Bob Penny 

 
Please continue to make your generous contributions to the Chapter’s Scholarship Fund. Our goals are 
to grow the fund to $5000 and continue awarding at least three scholarships annually to deserving 
JROTC cadets from the twenty high school units we support. With the donations since our September 
meeting, we now have $1,743.36 in the Scholarship Fund.  
 
Last year, corporate sponsors began supporting our scholarship fund.  These sponsors helped us meet 
the goal of awarding three $1000 scholarships this year. However, we would still like to be able to 
offer more scholarships to cadets from our twenty high school JROTC programs in 2018. Please, 
support the businesses that are sponsors for our chapter’s scholarship fund so they will continue to 
support us and our scholarship winners. 
 
These MOAA scholarships are one of the primary ways we interact with our community and show our 
support for future military leaders of all Branches. Your board members believe it is imperative to 
keep this program and make it even stronger. To do that, we need members to continue to contribute.  
That can easily be done when you sign up for membership meeting attendance and meals. Thank you 
for your continued support.  
 

The Triangle Chapter JROTC Scholarship 
Col Bob Penny 

 
The Triangle Chapter of MOAA presents college scholarships to local high school JROTC senior 
cadets each year. The total amount of the scholarships in 2017 was $3000 -- $1000 each to three 
cadets.  
  
The Triangle Chapter supports twenty high school JROTC programs: Sanderson, Louisburg, N. Vance, 
Rocky Mount, Northern Nash, Southern Nash, and Broughton have Air Force JROTC units; Wake 
Forest, Millbrook, Enloe, Garner, Knightdale, Corinth Holders, Cleveland, South Granville, JF Webb, 
and West Johnston have Army JROTC units; Central Nash, Clayton, and Cary have Navy JROTC 
units.  
 
To compete for these scholarships, applicants must meet the following requirements:    

- Be a high school senior projected to graduate at the end of the current school year from a NC 
high school in the Chapter’s geographical area. 

- Be enrolled in high school JROTC with the intent to enroll in a college ROTC program. 
- Apply for admittance to, and plan to attend, an accredited four-year college or university that 

hosts a Senior ROTC program.   
- Have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher. 
- Complete an essay of at least 150 words explaining their motivation for serving as an officer in 

the military. 
- Provide two letters of recommendation from school officials (one of which must be their 

school’s JROTC Senior Instructor).   
 
March 1st is the application deadline and scholarship winners will be selected by our Chapter 
Scholarship Board in early April. Scholarships are presented to cadets at our July dinner meeting.   
 
 

 



 
 

Business Support for the Triangle Chapter 
COL Matt Segal 

 
As you know, members continue reaching out to local businesses and ask them to support our 
scholarship fund making a contribution of $100 or more.  In return, we will post their business cards in 
the TriangleGram for a calendar year. 
 
HOW YOU CAN HELP:   

 Support the businesses that support our chapter’s scholarship fund so they can continue to 
support us while you enjoy their products or services! 

 Tell your friends and family to support those businesses. When you or someone you have told 
about the businesses visits them, thank them for their support of our chapter! 

 
If you know of a business that might want to support us in this way for an annual donation of $100, 
please encourage them to do so.  Print off a color copy of the TriangleGram and show it to the 
potential sponsor or have them check our chapter website (“Google” Triangle MOAA) to view recent 
TriangleGram issues.  Once they have accepted, just let me know and we can take it from there! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Triangle Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs 
All telephone numbers are the 919 area code except as shown 

Officers 

President  CDR Edgar Dean Block, USNR 500-9567 falcon1941@gmail.com 

1st Vice President LTC Antonio Scenna, USMC  914-310-5186 antonioscenna@aol.com 

2nd Vice President Col Bob Penny, USAF  847-2453 penny.bob@gmail.com 

Secretary  LtCol Chris Froeschner, USAF 840-3000 frosh90@gmail.com 

Treasurer  LTC JoAnn Harrington, USA  274-3202 ltc.harrington@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 

At Large  
Committee Chair CAPT Bob Caron, USCG  650-2098 rrcaron61@nc.rr.com 
 
Immediate   
Past President   Col Matt Segal, USA   632-4964 sega3245@bellsouth.net 

Legislative/Liaison COL Michael Flynn, USA  847-9695 mjflynn2@gmail.com 

Public Relations Vacant 

Personal Affairs COL Tom Finnerty, USMC  605-0507 tfinne4565@aol.com 

Newsletter  LTC Ken Tigges, USA  219-0356 ktigges001@att.net 

Membership  COL Herb Segal, USA  845-2686 dukedocsegal@bellsouth.net 

ROTC/JROTC 
Awards/Scholarship  Col Bob Penny, USAF  847-2453 penny.bob@gmail.com 
 
Chaplain  LTC Tracy Maness, USA  781-1098 tracy.maness@yahoo.com 
 
Sunshine  Vacant    
 
Legal Advisor  CAPT David D. Lennon, USN 846-7400 lawdrudge@yahoo.com 

Historian  Vacant 

Surviving Spouse  
Liaison  CAPT Bob Caron, USCG  650-2098 rrcaron61@nc.rr.com 

Tops Officer  COL Matt Segal, USA  632-4964 sega3245@bellsouth.net 

USO Support  LTC Ken Tigges, USA  219-0356 ktigges001@att.net 

 

 



 

        TRIANGLE CHAPTER OF MOAA 

Dinner Meeting 
 

                   Wednesday, 15 November 2017   
   

                North Carolina State University Club 
            1800 Social (Cash Bar) 1915 Dinner 

 

Speaker 
 

Stephen Volandt 
Presentation topic: The “Triple Threat” to our electrical grid 

 

****************************************************************** 
RESERVATION FORM 

 

LTC Harrington must receive your reservation by Friday, 10 November 2017 
 

Entrees: Sliced Roasted Turkey Breast, Stuffing and Sage Gravy   ______  
or Lightly Seasoned Caribbean Jerk Tilapia with Mango Salsa   _______ 

 
Entrees will be served with Mixed Green Salad, Country Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Steamed 

Broccoli, Rolls, Butter, Pecan pie, iced tea and coffee.     
During the social hour (1800-1855) there will be a fruit and cheese platter. 

 

Please Reserve ______ Meals at $30.00 each 
 

 DUES  
 

Active Duty, Former, or Retired Officer $25.00; Widow $5.00; Dues Amount $_____ 
 

Contribution to the JROTC Fund: $________ 
 

TOTAL REMITTED $___________ 
 

Member’s Name______________________     ___ Please check here if you are a 
surviving spouse and would like to sit at a reserved table for surviving spouses. 

 

Name(s) of Spouse and/or Guest(s) _____________________________ 
 

E-Mail address ______________________________       
****************************************************************************** 

Make checks payable to MOAA/TRIANGLE CHAPTER 
 

Mail to LTC JoAnn Harrington, 4000 Winston Hill Drive, #108, Cary, NC 27513 
 

QUESTIONS: Please call LTC JoAnn Harrington at 919-274-3202 


